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To:  Parents of Eighth Grade Chorus & Orchestra Students

From:  Donna Fallis & Teresa Hoebeke

Re:  Performance Trip to Walt Disney World

The plans are coming together for our Hopewell Middle School Music Performance Trip to Walt Disney World and we are looking forward to this tremendous opportunity for our Chorus & Orchestra students this spring.
Our itinerary will begin with a departure (12:30 PM) on Wednesday, March 14 and we will return late on Saturday, March 17.  Wednesday’s plans include dinner in route and upon arrival, check in at the hotel. Our individual performances (chorus/orchestra) will be scheduled for one of the stages on Disney property either Thursday or Friday, depending on Disney’s scheduling.  Thursday we will explore Epcot and Friday will be a fun-filled day at Magic Kingdom.  We will enjoy Disney’s Hollywood Studios on Saturday before boarding the buses for our return home.   We will be submitting our performance audition video asap – students who commit to this trip will need to be available to participate in the recording sessions (possible after school times).  Once accepted, our performance time is subject to change, based on stage availability within our 3 days at Walt Disney World. 
The cost of this trip for students is $479.00.  Students have had the opportunity to participate in a couple of fundraisers to help offset the cost of this trip.  Additional fundraisers may be held as needed.  Students will need approximately $15.00 -$20.00 for meals (3 meals) plus money for snacks and/or souvenirs.  We plan to stop for dinner at CiCi’s Pizza on the return trip (included in trip cost).  Please continue to look for email updates for additional information about these events and other important information about the trip.
There will be a limited scholarship fund for partial payments, but will not be used for the initial $100 deposit.  If you would like to contribute to the scholarship fund, we would be most appreciative.  If you would like to request scholarship assistance, please notify Mrs. Fallis (chorus) or Mrs. Hoebeke (orchestra) as soon as possible.  
Parents who wish to accompany their student as chaperones on this trip will be able to join us for the amount of $479.00 per person (double room) plus meals.  Chaperones will be required to undergo a background check and fingerprinting as per Fulton County policy.  Parents who underwent the background check last year for our trip to Dollywood do not need to do this again; your badge is good for two years.  Please read the following information regarding fingerprinting:
 

1. All chaperones have to be fingerprinted at Easy Mail, 3455 Peachtree Industrial Blvd., Suite 305, Duluth, GA 30096 and photographed for the badge by Fulton County Schools.  Please see attached.
2. Fingerprinting by appointment only:  770-623-1456.  Fingerprinting is available Monday-Friday, 10 am-4 pm, or Saturdays, 10:30 am-2:00 pm. 
3. There is a fee due of $48.25 for printing which has to be in the form of a money order or credit card.  No Cash,  debit cards, or personal checks accepted. 

The payment schedule is as follows:
1st deposit:
Thursday, October 23, 2017 at $100.00 per person non-refundable (same for parent chaperones)
2nd payment:
Thursday, November 16, 2017 at $100.00 per person (same for parent chaperones)
3rd payment:
Thursday, December 14, 2016 at $100.00 per person (same for parent chaperones)
Balance due:
Thursday, January 18, 2018 at $179.00 per person   (same for parent chaperones)
All checks are to be written to HMS with your child’s name on the check, and given to your student’s music teacher.  Cash will be accepted.  Please put cash in an envelope, marked with your child’s name and CHORUS/FALLIS.  
Please pay careful attention to the payment schedule and adhere to these dates so we do not incur penalties for late payment.   You may also pay for the trip in full with the first payment.
It is necessary for students to meet some basic standards in order to qualify to participate in this trip.  This is essential for assuring the educational quality of the trip and for the safety of the students.

1. Performance Requirements:  The student must demonstrate positive effort and preparation in class as well as performances.  

2. Academic Requirements:  The academic performance of a student should reflect a positive effort.  The classroom teachers may be consulted for verification.

3. Conduct Requirements:  The conduct of the student should demonstrate that he/she is a responsible individual, 3’s in conduct do not reflect this responsibility.  An ISS or OSS may result in ineligibility.  In addition, students must demonstrate a willingness to comply with the school’s dress code.
4. Final Decision:  The music teachers along with the administration of the school reserve the right to make the final decision on the eligibility of the student.

This is a wonderful opportunity and we hope your student will be able to join us on this trip!
Sincerely,

Donna Fallis & Teresa Hoebeke
